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What is Snow Mechanics?

ÅMechanics:branch of physics concerned with 
behavior of physical bodies.

ÅThermodynamics:movement of heat through 
a body.



Why study snow?

ÅAvalanches

ÅTravel

ÅEconomy

ÅMilitary

ÅClimate



Near-surface facets

ÅForm at snow surface on cold sunny days

ÅWhen buried are a significant avalanche 
concern

ÅPresence may significantly alter reflectivity


